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• This webinar is being recorded and will be available on the 

National Center’s webpage  (URL: www.ncfrp.org). 

• Participants are muted. Use the question and answer box to 

ask questions. 

• Due to the large number of participants, the speakers may be 

unable to answer all questions. Unanswered questions will be 

answered and posted with the recording.

• Contact the National Center (email: info@ncfrp.org) for any 

tech problems. 
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http://www.ncfrp.org/
mailto:info@ncfrp.org
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HRSA’S VISION FOR THE NATIONAL CENTER

IMPROVING SYSTEMS OF CARE AND 
OUTCOMES FOR MOTHERS, INFANTS, 
CHILDREN, AND FAMILIES
Assist state and community programs in:

• Understanding how CDR and FIMR reviews can be used to address issues 

related to adverse maternal, infant, child, and adolescent outcomes 

• Improving the quality and effectiveness of CDR/FIMR processes 

• Increasing the availability and use of data to inform prevention efforts 

and for national dissemination
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Presentation Goals

Applying SEM and Brain Science

Key Questions to Ask

Documenting in NFR-CRS

Promoting Resiliency 

Gain an understanding of the SEM and how it applies to all 
aspects of fatality review. 

Promote systems focused reviews by applying SEM and lessons 
from brain science to all aspects of fatality review.  

Identify and discuss key questions to ask during the death scene 
investigation, review meeting, and prevention discussion. 

Recognize where to document data elements that impact brain 
science in NFR-CRS.  
. 

Building individual and community resilience can prevent the 
pair of ACEs. 

The Social-Ecological Model (SEM)



Social-Ecological Model 

Effective Discussions Lead to Effective Interventions 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Social-Ecological Model [Online]. Available at URL: https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/publichealthissue/social-ecologicalmodel.html.



Levels of the Social-Ecological Model
Reaching Across Levels for Effective Interventions 

Individual

Identifies individual risk and protective factors, 
including experiences, behaviors, and genetic 

predispositions.

Relationship

Examines close relationships that increase or 
reduce risk and is often the individual’s closest 

circle. 

Community

Explores the settings in which relationships 
exist which is commonly schools, 
neighborhoods, and churches. 

Societal

Considers broad factors that help create or 
eliminate risk factors. 



Applying SEM and Brain Science

PROMOTES A SYSTEMS FOCUS
Helps to shift discussion and practice from individual 

blaming to exploring systems. 

Allows team members to identify and explore the 

complex ways the community interacts. This 

systematic approach identifies the factors that drive 

behaviors and impact outcomes. 

TARGETS THE WHOLE SYSTEM

SHIFTING THE DISCUSSION



During the Death Scene Investigation 

Key Questions to Ask 

• Medical history

• Biological parents and caregivers 

• Family and social relationships 

• Living environment 

• School and occupational experiences 



• Did the child have at least one healthy relationship?

• Describe the child’s early experiences, including ACEs and 

PCEs?

• Did the child have access to medical care?

• Did the caregivers experience ACEs or toxic stress?

• What services were available to the community?

Review Meeting Discussions
Applying SEM and Brain Science 



Documenting in NFR-CRS
By using a combination of quantitative and qualitative fields a 

complete picture of how the child, community, systems, and 

death causing event can be captured. These data are vital for 

prevention work. 



Life Stressors in NFR-CRS

Added in April 2020, Version 5.1 of NFR-CRS (https://www.ncfrp.org/wp-content/uploads/NCRPCD-Docs/CDR_CRS_v5-1.pdf) 

NFR-CRS data form available at https://www.ncfrp.org/wp-content/uploads/NCRPCD-Docs/CDR_CRS_v5-1.pdf

https://www.ncfrp.org/wp-content/uploads/NCRPCD-Docs/CDR_CRS_v5-1.pdf
https://www.ncfrp.org/wp-content/uploads/NCRPCD-Docs/CDR_CRS_v5-1.pdf


ACEs in NFR-CRS

Identifying Where ACEs Appear in NFR-CRS 

ACE NFR-CRS Question

Emotional, physical, 
sexual abuse or neglect

A22.Child had history of child maltreatment? If yes as victim, check all that apply 
(options are: physical, neglect, sexual, emotional/psychological)

Violence B17, C18, D13. Did the parent, caregiver, or supervisor have a history of intimate 
partner violence?

Household Substance 
Abuse

B12, C13, D9. Did the parent, caregiver, or supervisor have a history of substance 
use or abuse? If yes, specify. 

Mental Illness B15, C16, D11, Did the parent, caregiver, or supervisor have a history of disability 
or illness? If yes, specify. 

Criminal History B18, C19, D14. Did the parent, caregiver, or supervisor have a history of criminal 
activities? If yes, specify. 

Divorce Life Stressors



• Take time to acknowledge what went well

• Allow team members to opt out of reviews

• Incorporate resilience-building activities into meetings 

Building Resiliency 
For Team Members



THE SIX FOUNDATIONS FOR CHANGE

Building Resiliency in 
Community
• People

• Systems thinking

• Adaptability

• Transformability

• Stabilization

• Sustainability

• Courage 



Prevention Matrix 

A Framework for Implementing Brain Science 

Levels of SEM

Concepts of 
Brain Science

Effective 
Prevention 
Strategies 



Guidance is available at https://www.ncfrp.org/wp-

content/uploads/Brain_Science_Guidance_Jan2021.pdf

Fillable PDF of prevention matrix is available under 

equity/disparities  https://www.ncfrp.org/center-

resources/written-products/

Enhancing Fatality Review 
with Lessons from Brain 
Science

https://www.ncfrp.org/wp-content/uploads/Brain_Science_Guidance_Jan2021.pdf
https://www.ncfrp.org/center-resources/written-products/


Connecting the fundamental concepts of brain science with the Social-Ecological Model and 
fatality review findings and recommendations provides a community with the opportunity to 
analyze the complex nature of how families build relationships, access services, and interact with 
their environment. 



Questions
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CONTACT INFORMATION

2395 Jolly Rd., Suite 120
Okemos, MI 48864 Phone:  800-656-2434 info@ncfrp.com www.ncfrp.org

mailto:name@email.com
http://www.website.org/
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