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• This webinar is being recorded and will be available on the 

National Center’s webpage  (URL: www.ncfrp.org). 

• Participants are muted. Use the question-and-answer box to 

ask questions. 

• Due to the large number of participants, the speakers may be 

unable to answer all questions. Unanswered questions will be 

answered and posted with the recording.

• Contact the National Center (email: info@ncfrp.org) for any 

tech problems. 

HOUSEKEEPING 

Before we get started 

http://www.ncfrp.org/
mailto:info@ncfrp.org


EVALUATION 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/32BRMMX

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/32BRMMX


Welcome and Introductions

Carri Cottengim, M.A.

Health Scientist

Sudden Unexpected Infant Death and Sudden Death in the Young Case Registry

Division of Reproductive Health

National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention



New Notice of Funding Opportunity coming in March
• Multi-component

• Component A: SUID

• Component B: SDY

• Component C: Data-informed Prevention

• Forecasted at: https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-
opportunity.html?oppId=345851

• Subscribe to receive updates

SUID and SDY Case Registry: (CDC-RFA-DP23-0006) 



PRESENTATION OBJECTIVES

Introduce state and local fatality review 
partners and processes.

Highlight connectivity between fatality 
review and infant safe sleep efforts in 
jurisdictions.

Share strategies for promoting infant safe 
sleep.

Identify upcoming opportunities to support 
infant safe sleep surveillance and 
prevention.



Speakers

Brianne Edwards, PA
Lach’s Legacy

Kyran Quinlan, MD, MPH
Professor
Director, General Pediatrics
Rush University Medical Center

South Dakota Child Death Review

Jill Munger, RN, BSN
Statewide CDR Coordinator
South Dakota Department 
of Health

Cook County, Illinois Child Death Review

Gina Lowell, MD, MPH
Associate Professor
Director
Community Health for Pediatrics
Rush University Children’s Hospital

Felicia A. Clark, BA, ABMDI  
Community Partnership Approaches 
for Safe Sleep (CPASS)
Rush University Children’s Hospital          



February 22, 2023

Child Death Review Data to Action



Ten-Year Infant Mortality Rates by Race and 

Hispanic Origin, 2012-2021 (Vital Stats)

6
5.2

4

5.9

3.7

7.1

5.2
6.1 5.6

3.9

12.9
11.6

12.7 12.5
11.8

8.3 8.5

11.2

14.7

17.2

8.6

6.5
5.9

7.3

4.8

7.8
5.9

7 7.4
6.3

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

20

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

White, non-Hispanic American Indian, non-Hispanic Total



Maternal Child Health 

Safe Sleep Action Plan



State Action Plan

State Action Plan Implementation Timeframe: October 1st, 2022 through September 30th, 2023

NPM 5  

A)  Percent of infants placed to sleep on their backs

B)  Percent of infants placed to sleep on a separate approved sleep surface

C)  Percent of infants placed to sleep without soft objects or loose bedding

State Priority Need: Safe Sleep

Objectives: 1) Reduce the number of SUID deaths related to unsafe sleep environment from 139.8/100,000 in 2019 to 103.9/100,000 by 2025 (NVSS).

2)  Increase the percent of infants placed to sleep without soft objects or loose bedding from 55.8% in 2020 to 57.2% by 2025 (PRAMS).

Facilitator: Jill Munger (DOH – MCH Infant Domain Coordinator/CDR Coordinator)

Workgroup Members: Alyssa Christensen (Avera McKennan Nurse Manager; Postpartum & Newborn Nursery), Bette Schumacher (CNS Sanford NICU), 

Laura Nordbye (DSS Childcare Services-Licensing Program Manager), Audrey Rider (SDSU Extension-Early Childhood Field Specialist), Kaylyn Davis 

(Statewide CDR abstractor/West River NVDRS abstractor, BHSSC) Bri Edwards (Family Advocate, Lach’s Legacy) Paul Forney (Research Assistant, Avera 

Research Institute, Pine Ridge) Christine Catts (DOH-MCH Women’s Domain Coordinator/Maternal Mortality Review Abstractor) Teah Bell, RN (DOH-CHN, 

Pine Ridge)



State Action Plan Strategy 5.1

Strategy 5.1:

Disseminate culturally 

appropriate safe sleep 

educational materials, 

resources, and 

messages via social 

media and print.

Activities Status ESM Responsible person(s) 

Continue to post safe 

sleep messages on For 

Baby’s Sake and DOH 

Facebook pages.

Chris 

Jill

Continue to place ads in 

parenting magazines 

and professional 

journals.

Chris

Jill

Continue to disperse 

safe sleep infographic 

(with data from CDR) to 

providers and partners 

across the state.

Workgroup members



For Baby’s Sake 

Website
https://forbabysakesd.com/
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Client-Centered Infographic



Safe Sleep Every Sleep (CDR 2017-2021)
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Number of infants that had a crib, portable crib, or bassinet in the home

Number of infants that had a crib, portable crib, or bassinet in the home, yet died in an unsafe sleep
environment



New 2023 

Infographic Design



The number of infant deaths occurring in an adult 

bed (alone or bed-sharing) 
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Snapchat Advertisement: 

Addressing Bed Sharing Safety

Impressions

505,165

Swipe Ups

9,050



Number of infant 

births by race: 

2017-2021 

(Vital Stats)
40,986

8,070

3,277

2,079
1,988 1,155 166

White, non-Hispanic American Indian, non-Hispanic

Hispanic Multi-racial, non-Hispanic

Black, non-Hispanic Other

Unknown



Number of infant 

deaths by race: 

2017-2021 (CDR)

92

44

4 1

White American Indian Black/African American Pacific Islander



For Baby’s Sake Facebook/Instagram Posts



Caregiver when 

sleep-related 

death occurred: 

2017-2021 (CDR)
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State Action Plan Strategy 5.3

Strategy 5.3:

Collaborate with 

diverse, multi-sector 

organizations/

agencies to promote 

safe sleep

Activities Status ESM Responsible person(s) 

Explore new 

opportunity Today’s 

Baby with SD WIC 

program 

Partner with Cribs for 

Kids and all SD birthing 

hospitals to promote 

bronze safe sleep 

certification within 

their system. 

% of birthing hospitals 

that receive 

information on 

certification process 

that become safe sleep 

certified.

Alyssa

Bette

Jill



Cribs for Kids Hospital Safe Sleep Certification 

Bronze Silver Gold



Provider-Centered Infographic



South Dakota Medicine 

Journal Advertisement



For Baby’s Sake Facebook Post



State Action Plan Strategy 5.2

Strategy 5.2:

Collaborate with 

diverse community 

partners to provide 

Child Death Review 

and disseminate 

findings to all South 

Dakotans.

Activities Status ESM Responsible person(s) 

Work with team from 

Johns Hopkins to 

translate CDR findings 

into actionable, 

evidence-informed 

recommendations

Bri

Jill

Kaylyn

Work with Medical 

Examiners and law 

enforcement to provide 

infant death 

investigation and SUIDI 

form training to those 

that conduct the 

investigations.

Jill

Kaylyn











































COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP APPROACHES FOR SAFE SLEEP:
CPASS CHICAGO 2022

REACHING COOK COUNTY’S COMMUNITIES MOST IMPACTED BY

SUDDEN UNEXPECTED INFANT DEATH (SUID)

Felicia Clark D-ABMDI
Darren Harris

Christie Lawrence DNP, RNC-NIC, CNS
Gina Lowell MD, MPH

Kyran Quinlan MD, MPH

A Family Focus-Rush Partnership



INFANT MORTALITY IS THE 3RD LEADING DRIVER OF THE

LIFE EXPECTANCY GAP IN CHICAGO

Data source and figure from Healthy Chicago 2025
Closing Our Life Expectancy Gap, 2022



RATES AND PERCEIVED RISK

Our society is justifiably aware of the risk of death to children from motor vehicle crashes and firearms, 
however remains far less aware of the risk of death to infants from SUID – despite a 10 times risk to infants. 

Deaths per 100,000 persons ages 1-24-years from MVC and Firearms

Deaths per 100,000 infants ages 0-12-months from SUID



VOICES OF CHILD HEALTH IN CHICAGO - 2022 

Attridge M, Heffernan ME, Smith TL, Bendelow A, Menker C, Macy ML, Davis MM. Infant Sleep Practices in Chicago Families, 
Voices of Child Health in Chicago Report. Vol 4, Number 1. January 2022. Available at luriechildrens.org/voices.



COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP APPROACHES FOR SAFE SLEEP:
CPASS CHICAGO 2022

REACHING COOK COUNTY’S COMMUNITIES MOST IMPACTED BY

SUDDEN UNEXPECTED INFANT DEATH (SUID)

Felicia Clark D-ABMDI
Darren Harris

Christie Lawrence DNP, RNC-NIC, CNS
Gina Lowell MD, MPH

Kyran Quinlan MD, MPH

A Family Focus-Rush Partnership
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What is the SUID Case Registry?

• As part of the Sudden Unexpected Infant Death (SUID) 
and Sudden Death in the Young (SDY) Case Registry, 
CDC’s Division of Reproductive Health supports SUID 
monitoring programs in 22 states and jurisdictions, 
covering about 1 in 3 SUID cases in the United States. 

• The SUID and SDY Case Registry builds on child death 
review programs and uses the National Center for 
Fatality Review and Prevention’s Case Reporting System, 
bringing together information about the circumstances 
associated with SUID and SDY cases, as well as 
information about investigations into these deaths.

• Participating states and jurisdictions use data about SUID 
and SDY trends and circumstances to develop strategies 
to reduce future deaths. Cook County’s SUID Case Registry began in 2019

Description and map from: https://www.cdc.gov/sids/case-registry.htm

https://www.ncfrp.org/cdr/
https://www.ncfrp.org/data/nfr-crs/




SUID Cook County Report 2019 58
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The Sleep Environment
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2019 Cook County SUID



Sleep-Related Infant Deaths (45)
Unsafe sleep factors

SUID Cook County Report 2019 61



SUID Cook County Report 2019 62

Sleep-Related Infant Deaths (45)
Demographics



SUID Cook County Report 2019 63

Sleep-Related Infant Deaths (45)
Risk Factors

Geographic distribution



SUID Cook County Report 2019 64

Moving Forward



3/2/2023 65

Partnering for prevention

SUID Cook County Report 2019

http://everthriveil.org/
http://healthychicagobabies.org/family-connects/
http://ncfrp.org/fimr/
http://healthconnectone.org/
http://kidsindanger.org/
http://achn.net/services-programs/westside-healthy-start/
http://erikson.edu/services/fussy-baby-network/
http://igrowillinois.org/
https://www.sidsillinois.org/
http://safetosleep.nichd.nih.gov/resources/sids-awareness-toolkit
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/138/5/e20162938
http://cribsforkids.org/
http://healthychildren.org/English/ages-stages/baby/sleep/Pages/default.aspx
http://safetosleep.nichd.nih.gov/
https://youtu.be/GbLTugkCX_w


Executive Summary

SUID Cook County Report 2019 66



SUID Cook County Report 2019



COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP APPROACHES FOR SAFE SLEEP:
CPASS CHICAGO 2022

REACHING COOK COUNTY’S COMMUNITIES MOST IMPACTED BY

SUDDEN UNEXPECTED INFANT DEATH (SUID)

Felicia Clark D-ABMDI
Darren Harris

Christie Lawrence DNP, RNC-NIC, CNS
Gina Lowell MD, MPH

Kyran Quinlan MD, MPH

A Family Focus-Rush Partnership



North Lawndale community

Perspectives 
• Felicia Clark, former Child Death Scene Investigator 

for the Cook County Medical Examiner’s Office
• Darren Harris, Center Director, Family Focus
• Christie Lawrence, Rush College of Nursing, NICU 

Nursing Education Leadership
• Gina Lowell, Kyran Quinlan, pediatricians and 

investigators for the Sudden Unexpected Infant 
Death Case Registry for Cook County

BECOMING CPASS CHICAGO

Community Partnership Approaches for Safe Sleep (CPASS) is a 1 year grant funded by the American Academy of Pediatrics, 
the Injury Free Coalition for Kids, and Amazon for children’s hospitals to partner with CBOs serving pregnant and parenting families. 

CPASS Chicago is a Family Focus-Rush partnership led by Felicia Clark, Darren Harris, Christie Lawrence, Gina Lowell and Kyran Quinlan.



BARRIERS TO SAFE SLEEP:
FAMILY EXPERIENCES IN CHICAGO

Physical Environment
Lack of space

Can’t fit crib
Using crib for storage
Choosing crib for toddler sleep

Sharing with other families
Having to live by others’ rules

Lack of heat
Keep baby close to keep warm

Bugs/Rodents
Keep baby close to keep safe

Staying with others/Change in environment
No arrangements made for safe sleep
Fathers may not have cribs with them 
when baby stays overnight

Safety
Neighborhood violence/Domestic violence

Feels safer if baby is right next to parent
If something happens, baby is close

Shelter living
Fear baby will be taken
Cribs unavailable in some shelters

What matters
Getting to school in the morning

Harder if always up/down with baby 
overnight

Rewarding/satisfying to have baby close
Bonding
Better sleep (on stomach)

Experience/Expectations
Nothing happened with other babies (who 
were in “unsafe” sleep)
SIDS – is something that just happens 
(cannot prevent)
Non-urgency of the problem

Education
Mothers typically “know” the ABCs
Fathers/others may not be present during 
education in hospital/clinic
SIDS is something that just happens (cannot 
prevent)
Non-urgency of the problem

We collectively described our experiences with families that inform our lens when holding conversations 
about SUID and Safe Sleep with parents. Listening and letting families lead centers our approach.



FLYERS AND QR CODE SIGN-UP

FREE SAFE SLEEP KITS FOR EXPECTING FAMILIES! 

 

• PORTABLE CRIB WITH A FITTED SHEET 

 

• SLEEP SACK (WEARABLE BLANKET) 

 

• SOOTHIE 

 

• SLEEP BABY SAFE AND SNUG BOARD BOOK 

 

• ABC’S OF SAFE SLEEP BOOKLET/MAGNET 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 SCAN TO SIGN UP! 

SIGN UP TODAY FOR A SAFE SLEEP KIT! 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

NAME: ______________________________________  LANGUAGE:  ENGLISH SPANISH 

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________________  

EMAIL: ______________________________________  MOBILE: ______________________________________ 

CPASS CHICAGO SLEEPS SAFE! 
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP APPROACHES FOR SAFE SLEEP 

 

 

WHAT IS CPASS CHICAGO? 

CPASS CHICAGO is a partnership between Family Focus and Rush University Children’s Hospital. 

Funded by the American Academy of Pediatrics, the Injury Free Coalition for Kids and Amazon, CPASS CHICAGO 

will distribute 200 Safe Sleep Kits to help families have what they need for safe sleep. 

Sign up today and a FREE Safe Sleep Kit will be delivered to your home in 2-4 weeks. 

After you receive your Safe Sleep Kit, the AAP will reach out to you to complete a survey about Safe Sleep. 

Questions? Sign up or call 847-801-9508, and our CPASS Community Educator will reach out to you! 

 

WHY SAFE SLEEP? 

Sudden Unexpected Infant Death (SUID for short - otherwise known as SIDS) is still the leading cause of death 

for babies. In our communities, one baby dies every week from SUID. 

Sleeping safely helps protect babies - by always placing babies on their back, in their own crib or bassinet, with 

nothing else in the crib – no bumpers, blankets, pillows or stuffed animals – SUID may be prevented.   

 

WHERE CAN I LEARN MORE? 

The National Institute for Health Care Quality (NICHQ) has an interactive guide to learn more about creating a 

safe sleep space for your baby.  

Scan the QR code below to learn more!    Scan the QR code below to watch our Safe Sleep Video! 

      

Sign up or call 847-801-9508 and our CPASS Community Educator will reach out to you! 

       

  

 

We created a flyer with a QR code that linked to our electronic form to sign-up for safe sleep kits, as well as 
information about CPASS Chicago, Why Safe Sleep, and Where to Learn More. Both the flyer and electronic 
form allowed parents to sign up for the kit, view our Safe Sleep Video and provide their thoughts.



EVENTS AND OUTREACH

Fit Fathers and
Family Day

Join us for a FREE Father's Day Celebration:

Saturday, June 18, 2022,  9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Family Focus Lawndale
3517 W Arthington St

Chicago, IL 60624

Sponsored by:

Walmart Mobile Wellness will be offering free health

screenings including BMI, blood pressure, glucose &

cholesterol*  (* Subject to availablility and applicable state law.

Age restrictions apply. Ask your pharmacist for details.)

Community resources

Zumba

Men's haircuts

Health and wellness exhibits

Free food and beverages

Kids games, bounce houses, and face painting

Free samples and giveways for the whole family as supplies last Questions? Contact Davon Tillet at

davon.tillett@family-focus.org 

or 773-255-5961

Our community partner and community educator used multiple 
methods to find neighborhood outreach opportunities to reach 
families at resource-filled celebratory events.

Networking during events 
typically opened doors to 
more events and education 
opportunities.



Salem Baptist Church, Citywide Baby Shower, Roseland community, Chicago

CPASS CHICAGO SLEEPS SAFE!
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP APPROACHES FOR SAFE SLEEP

Bethel New Life, Senior Living,
Austin community, Chicago

Life Changing Community Outreach Center, 
Austin community, Chicago

CPASS Chicago completed over 50 outreach events and signed up nearly 200 families for safe sleep kits.



I feel as though the safe sleep video is 
extremely helpful because I’m able to hear 
the point of view from a parent who has 
lost her child due to unsafe sleeping. This 

video has now alerted me on what not to do 
with my baby and how I can avoid unsafe 

sleeping.

Being a first time mom when the lady 
said “you would never think it’ll 

happen to you until it does” it stuck 
out to me. Preparation is key! Having 
a crib for my baby is the safest option

The video was very helpful im a first time 
mom and actually planned on sleeping 

with my baby in my bed but now that I see 
the video I see that its not safe helped me a 

lot to understand the danger of sleeping 
with my baby thank you

As a first time mom, I am very concerned 
with keeping my child safe. To realize that 

black infants have a higher rate of dying by 
sleeping with adults is eye opening. This 

has opened my eyes to how important it is 
to have my child sleep in her own bed when 

she arrives.
This video is very informative, growing 
up babies slept with family members, I 

wanna break that cycle, I want my 
baby to have a baby bed for safety 

most of all

I thought it was very informative. I 
didn't know this was common within 

our community amongst my 
demographic

I feel that’s good to know I am a 
new mother and that’s something 
I needed to understand that baby 

sleeps in own crib I have lost a 
nephew due to SIDS

Parent reflections*
*selected from 170 responses

Scan to watch 
our safe sleep 
video

Scan to watch 
our safe sleep 
video

It kinda made me sad and cry a little bit , 
mainly because I never knew some of the 

things they were saying! And unfortunately 
my daughter sleeps with me! Now it has me 

a little scared and worried



SUIDs of Cook 
County, 2019

CPASS CHICAGO 2022
Reaching Cook County’s Most Impacted Communities

CPASS 2022
• Cribette

Distribution
• Outreach 

Events



2019 Cook County SUID Report Dissemination

Public 
Health

Health and 
Human 
Services

Maternal 
Child Health 
Stakeholders

SUID 
Prevention 
Advocates



QUESTIONS

USE THE QUESTION-AND-ANSWER BOX

The box is located at the bottom of the screen All unanswered questions will be answered and 

posted on the National Center’s website (URL: 

www.ncfrp.org). 

UNANSWERED QUESTIONS

WHAT ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WOULD BE HELPFUL?

http://www.ncfrp.org/


EVALUATION 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/32BRMMX

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/32BRMMX


Wednesday, March 15, 2022, 2:00-3:00 PM ET

Building Relationships Between Fatality Review Teams and Schools

Upcoming Webinar



CONTACT INFORMATION

2395 Jolly Rd., Suite 120
Okemos, MI 48864

Phone:  800-656-2434 info@ncfrp.org www.ncfrp.org

mailto:info@ncfrp.org
http://www.website.org/


THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME!

www.ncfrp.org

http://www.ncfrp.org/
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