
Firearm Deaths

The National Center for
Fatality Review and
Prevention collects

information about children
who died due to firearms

in the National Fatality
Review-Case Reporting

System (NFR-CRS).

To see other Quick-
Looks using NFR-CRS

data and learn
more, visit the National

Center's website at 
ncfrp.org.

Collect Data Learn
From 2011 through 2020, the U.S.

averaged 1,585 deaths yearly in
children ages 17 and younger due
to firearms.   Because so many of

these deaths are preventable,
fatality review data provide a
unique perspective to better

understand the circumstances of
these deaths. From 2005 through

2019, fatality teams reviewed
the deaths of 9,936 children ages

0-17 who died due to firearms.

National Center Quick-Look

1
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National Center’s Structural Inequity Statement

Some families lose infants, children and youth to the types of deaths reviewed by fatality
review teams not as a result of the actions or behaviors of those who died, or their parents

or caregivers. Social factors such as where they live, how much money or education they have
and how they are treated because of their racial or ethnic backgrounds can also contribute to

a child’s death. Segregation impacts access to high-quality education, employment
opportunities, healthy foods and healthcare. Combined, the economic injustices associated
with residential, educational, and occupational segregation have lasting health impacts that

include adverse birth outcomes, infant mortality, high rates of homicide and gun violence and
increased motor vehicle deaths.

http://ncfrp.org/


Demographics of Firearm Deaths
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Manner Information Based on Age

0 to 4 years

Homicide accounted

for 65% of all firearm

deaths among

0 to 4 year olds.

5 to 9 years

Homicide accounted

for 78% of all firearm

deaths among

5 to 9 year olds.

10 to 14 years

Suicide accounted for
 the highest proportion
 of firearm deaths

among 10 to 14 year

olds at 47%.

15 to 17 years

Accident accounted for

31% of firearm deaths

among 0 to 4 years olds,

but only 3% among 15 to

17 year olds.

78% 47% 3%65%



Incident and Investigation Information

48% of firearm deaths occurred in

the child’s home. The second most 

frequently occurring location was

‘other,’ at 13% of incidents

(e.g. sidewalk, park).

PLACE

71% of firearms used in suicide deaths

were owned by the child's

parent/caregiver, compared to:

55% accidents
 30% of homicides

52% undetermined

OWNER

14% of firearms were reported to be

locked. 
  

In some instances the firearm was

stored locked but removed due to

cleaning and never returned.

STORAGE

38% of decedents aged 15-17 were

reported to have used drugs or

alcohol at time of incident.
IMPAIRMENT

48% of the firearm deaths occurred in

urban areas; 28% in suburban areas;

23% in rural/frontier areas.

Homicides: 73% urban, 44%

suburban, 26% rural/frontier

Suicides: 21% urban, 48% suburban,

60% rural/frontier

GEOGRAPHIC
AREA

75% of firearms used were handguns. 

The next most commonly reported type

was shotgun at 12%.

TYPE OF
FIREARM

18% of accidental firearm deaths 

occurred on Saturdays, suicides

were more common on Mondays, 

and homicides were most common 

on Saturdays and Sundays.

DAY OF
WEEK

37% of all firearm deaths occurred at

night (9pm-5am), but this varied by age.

8pm was peak time for 0-4 year olds

4pm was peak for 5-9 year olds

5pm was peak for 10-14 year olds

11pm was peak for 15-17 year olds
 

TIME OF
DAY

86% of firearm deaths had an autopsy
 performed; however, this varied by

manner of death and geographic area.

Manner of Death: 68% of

suicides; 89% of accidents; 98% of

homicides

Geography: 94% of deaths in urban

areas; 71% of deaths in

rural/frontier areas

AUTOPSY



Prevention Resources

Safe States Firearm Policy

Statement: Policy

Recommendations to

Prevent Firearm-Related

Injuries & Violence

https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.

safestates.org/resource/resmg

r/policy/SSA_Firearm_Policy_

Statement.pdf

Children Safety

Network’s Firearm Safety

Guide contains

multifaceted strategies

for improving gun safety

https://www.childrenssafety

network.org/sites/default/fil

es/FirearmSafetyGuide202

1.pdf

The American Academy of

Pediatrics has a

comprehensive Gun Safety

Campaign Toolkit 

https://www.aap.org/en/news

-room/campaigns-and-

toolkits/gun-safety/

https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.safestates.org/resource/resmgr/policy/SSA_Firearm_Policy_Statement.pdf
https://www.childrenssafetynetwork.org/sites/default/files/FirearmSafetyGuide2021.pdf
https://www.aap.org/en/news-room/campaigns-and-toolkits/gun-safety/


This quick look was made possible in part by Cooperative Agreement Numbers UG728482 from the US Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS), Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA), Maternal and Child Health Bureau (MCHB) as part of
an award totaling $2,420,000 annually with 0 percent financed with non-governmental sources. Its contents are solely the
responsibility of the authors and should not be construed as the official position or policy of, nor should any endorsements be inferred
by HRSA, HHS or the U.S. Government.
 
[1] Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Vital Statistics. Underlying Cause of Death 2010-2020 on CDC
WONDER Online Database, released 2021. Accessed on Feb 25 2022.
[2] These deaths have been reviewed and recorded into the NFR-CRS by participating fatality review teams. Some percentages may not
add up to 100% due to rounding.
 
These data represent a smaller percent of the cases entered into the NFR-CRS. For more information about the data contained in this
Quick-Look, please visit https://www.ncfrp.org/wp-content/uploads/NCRPCD-Docs/NCFRP_Quick_Looks_Analysis.pdf
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National Center for Fatality Review & Prevention
 Supporting Fetal and Infant Mortality Review and Child Death Review Teams

  
There are many ways to stay in touch with the National Center for Fatality Review and Prevention:
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